Lesson 5

» Keeping an agenda

Hi everyone and welcome to English with JT.

In this video, I am showing you how I use an agenda book to plan chores around the house
and garden.

Making plans in this way is called keeping an agenda. Keeping an agenda is like making your
own personal calendar and actually today we are learning vocabulary for terms on calendars.
WEe'll also learn important grammar to describe ongoing actions, called the present continuous
tense.

When we are going from the winter season into summer, there can be lots of things to do.

In March and April, I am already thinking about the garden.

Right now, many Canadians are cleaning and preparing for summer all around the house.

In spring we are cleaning so much that we actually have a name for it. It's called spring cleaning!

Yes, spring is one of my busiest times of the year.

Fortunately there are agenda books and day planners to help plan our chores and keep us organized.
Usually I feel better when I am putting my plans into agenda books. This way, I know when I
should be doing things and it keeps all of my thoughts and plans organized.

Agendas come in many formats and sizes.

I'll start with daily planners for daily activities, such as working and exercising.

These planners typically focus on the days of the week.

Then there are business planners.

Notice that the weekdays, Monday to Friday, have more space than the weekends, Saturday and
Sunday.

Of course this is most practical for the standard 9-5 working day. It's not so practical for

the people working non-standard hours.

There are academic agendas for students.

Many of these agendas have calendars beginning in September and ending in June.

However, most agendas are based on the calendar year, starting in January and ending in December.
Of course nowadays agendas are available as software and apps.
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Some chores that we do, like housework, are repetitive.
Basically we are repeating the same schedule every week.
Pretend now that you are keeping a weekly agenda for housework. What might that look like?

On Sunday I am doing the laundry.

On Monday I am vacuuming the floor.

On Tuesday I am putting out the garbage.

On Wednesday I am cleaning the bathroom.

On Thursday I am going grocery shopping

On Friday I am watering the plants.

After a busy week, I am tired. On Saturday I am taking a rest.

Now I am making some plans for outdoors.

When should we start planting our vegetables outdoors in Canada?

Well, depending on where you live, there are actually different times for planting.
Most of us are planting our vegetables and flowers in late May and early June.

I'am planning to plant my garden on the Victoria Day long weekend.

As we see in my agenda, Victoria Day is a holiday in Canada that occurs in May.

Notice if there is a holiday on the Friday before or the Monday after the weekend, we call this
a long weekend.

Hence we call this the Victoria Day long weekend.

So what other gardening and spring cleaning needs to be done in spring?
Well let's have a look!

At the moment, I am cleaning windows.

I am sowing seeds indoors.

I am preparing the soil to plant vegetables

I am raking the lawn to remove sticks and old leaves.

I'am removing the plant covers that protected the plants from the snow.
All of these activities, I am keeping in my agenda.

Okay, now we are all organized for spring!
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Present continuous tense is also called present progressive tense.
= It is used to refer to a current activity in progress.
For example:
* You are watching a video now.
* T'am living in Canada.
= Present continuous tense can also describe an action planned in the future.
For example:
* Next week I am uploading a new video online.
* In May, I am planting my garden.
Present continuous sentences are formed as follows:
subject 4 present tense of the verb "be" = -ing form of the main verb
It's always in the format of :
Iam
You are
We are
She is + -ing form of the main verb
He is
They are
Itis
How do we change a verb into its -ing form?
The general rule when changing a verb into its -ing form is just to add -ing to the end of the verb.
General Rule
verb # -ing = -ing form of the verb
For example:
do — doing show —» showing
go —p going clean — cleaning
\_ 4




:Efffe‘fLesson O

» Grammar: present continuous tense

/
However there are many exceptions:
. £ 3 LA | -‘ LA °
Ifaverb ends in a consonant” and aletter'e' . g  drop the '¢'and add -ing
For example:
live —» living make —» making
smile —p smiling prepare —p preparing
If a verb ends with one vowel and one consonant - .
(with the exception of w, x, and ) > double the consonant and add -ing
For example:
put. == Put_ﬁ“g Bt SO‘.Ving 'The ending consonants
begin —» beginning fix —> fixing w, x and y are not doubled.
shop —» shopping enjoy —» enjoying
If a verb ends in 'ie' :} change the 'ie' to 'y' and add - ing
For example:
lie —» lying
die —» dying
tie —» tying
If a verb has 2 or more syllables, -y . :
but only if the last syllable is stressed — double the ending consonant and add -ing
For example:
fOI‘gCt —p forgetting answer —p answering The ending consonant
refer — referring listen — listening is not doubled because the
admit — admitting visit —» visiting first syllable is stressed.
*vowels = a, ¢, i, 0, u
consonant = b, ¢, d, £, g b, j, &, b, m, m, p, ¢, 1, 5, £, U, W, X, and %
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